A male, wild-caught kangaroo rat developed anorexia and wasting. The animal was euthanized and a gastric trichobezoar found at necropsy. The paucity of information regarding the clinical medicine of this species is a hindrance to those charged with the care of kangaroo rats. Gastric trichobezoar should be considered as a differential diagnosis in cases of anorexia in kangaroo rats.
A wild-caught male banner-tailed kangaroo rat (Dipodomys spectabilis) presented with anorexia of eight days duration and severe wasting. This species is characterized by a high degree of intraspecific aggressiveness, thus housing should be individually or in cages large enough to facilitate voluntary solitude (Williams 1980) . The animal had been trapped in Southwestern United States (Arizona) under appropriate permits and was an adult of unknown age. He had been singly housed for nine months in a polycarbonate rat cage measuring 10.5 x 9.5 x 8 inches (Lab Products Inc., Maywood, NJ). The cage floor was covered with approximately two inches of clean sand to allow the animal opportunity to engage in sand-bathing, a normal behaviour in this species. A large glass bottle was provided to mimic a den. The kangaroo rat was fed a mixture of fresh lettuce, mealworms, and commercial bird seed. The room was maintained 62 to 65°F. Room ventilation was provided at the rate of 10-15 room changes per hour of fresh outside air. Because these are normally nocturnal animals, the room was illuminated only during cleaning, inspection, and handling of the animals. Basking light or ultraviolet light was not provided. Sentinel mice housed in the room tested serologically negative for microbial pathogens, including Sendai virus, PVM, MHV, MVM, GD VII, Reo-3, Mycoplasma pulmonis, LCMV, and hantavirus. This animal had been used in an IACUC-approved study involving anaesthesia with ketamine hydrochloride (90 mgfkg, i.m., Fort Dodge Laboratories Inc., Fort Dodge, IA, USA) and xylazine (10 mg/kg, Lm., Rompun, Miles Inc., Shawnee Mission, KS, USA) followed by noninvasive measurements of auditory phenomena, Upon physical examination, the kangaroo rat was found to be emaciated, listless, and hypothermic. Due to the unfavourable clinical condition, the animal was euthanized by exsanguination via cardiac puncture under methoxyflurane anaesthesia (Metofane, Pitman-Moore Inc., Mundelein, IL, USA).
During necropsy, the animal was found to be thin and lacking in body fat. A hard, dark brown mass measuring 1.9 x 1.2 x 0.9 cm was present in the gastric lumen lFig 1). Scant normal ingesta was found in the gastrointestinal tract beyond the stomach. No other gross or microscopic lesions were found. (Fig3) . On the basis of these findings, the clinical condition of the animal was attributed to obstructive gastric trichobezoar. Gastric trichobezoar has been described in a number of species including rabbits (Bergdall & Dysko 1994, Lee et al. 1978) , cats (Rutger 1994 , Reed 1975 , pigs (Stafford 19901, dogs (Morgan & Miller 1980) , and several species of nonhuman primates (Butler & Haines 1987 , Nolan et al. 1988 , Gillin et al. 1990 ). In addition, gastric trichobezoar has been reported sporadically as a clinical entity in humans (Stahlgren & Clearfield 1987 , Baker 1988 , McCracken et al. 1986 . Although small trichobezoars may be eliminated via passage through the gastrointestinal tract, larger ones often require removal by surgical gastrotomy. The precise pathogenesis of trichobezoar formation is ill-defined, however, it is obviously related to the ingestion of hair. Kangaroo rats groom primarily by engaging in sand-bathing behaviour, although oral grooming does occur and it is conceivable that animals may ingest fur during this process. It is not known whether or not this species is able to vomit, and thus eliminate accumulations of hair in the stomach. The frequency of trichobezoar in the kangaroo rat is unknown.
Little information exists regarding development of spontaneous clinical disease of kangaroo rats. We believe this to be the first report of gastric trichobezoar in this species.
